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Can	i	extend	wifi	from	another	extender.

You	don’t	need	to	live	in	a	mansion	in	order	to	experience	the	frustration	of	having	areas	in	your	home	that	only	receive	a	weak	WiFi	signal	—	no	matter	how	much	you’re	paying	for	high	speeds.In	some	instances,	you	may	actually	have	rooms	or	entire	floors	that	have	no	signal	at	all.	What	typically	happens	is	that	you	limit	yourself	to	only	using	those
rooms	or	areas	of	your	home	where	the	WiFi	signal	is	the	strongest.Fortunately,	that	doesn't	have	to	be	the	case.	There	are	ways	to	blanket	your	entire	home	with	a	strong	WiFi	signal	so	you	can	use	your	favorite	devices	in	any	room	that	you	like.	After	all,	you’re	paying	for	the	service	and	you	should	be	able	to	use	it	how	you	want.Although	many
individuals	use	WiFi	terminology	interchangeably,	which	can	make	discussing	the	devices	rather	difficult,	this	article	will	present	everything	you	need	to	know	to	understand	the	different	ways	that	you	can	extend	the	WiFi	coverage	in	your	home	so	it	encompasses	every	room.What	is	a	WiFi	booster?"WiFi	booster"	is	most	often	used	as	a	generic	term.
It	is	comparable	to	saying	"Hand	me	that	tool,"	as	opposed	to	asking	for	a	more	specific	item,	such	as	a	hammer	or	a	saw.	In	short,	a	WiFi	booster	is	any	device	that	is	used	to	boost	or	extend	a	wireless	signal.	A	WiFi	booster,	for	example,	can	be	either	a	repeater	or	an	extender	—	although	most	people	are	probably	referring	to	a	WiFi	repeater	when
they	use	the	term.	There	is,	however,	a	third	way	that	a	WiFi	signal	can	be	boosted.	You	can	upgrade	your	antenna.How	can	a	WiFi	antenna	boost	a	signal?All	WiFi	signals	need	to	be	broadcast	via	an	antenna.	Often,	your	home’s	wireless	router	—	the	device	that	allows	you	to	connect	to	the	Internet	wirelessly	—	doesn't	have	the	most	robust
antenna.	Upgrading	an	antenna	to	boost	a	WiFi	signal	is	similar	to	placing	your	finger	over	the	end	of	a	hose:	the	water	travels	farther,	but	it	is	also	a	more	focused	stream.	Therefore,	in	order	to	have	a	stronger	signal	in	one	area,	you	may	actually	weaken	the	signal	in	other	locations	of	your	home,	which	may	or	may	not	be	acceptable.What	is	a	WiFi
repeater?A	WiFi	repeater	is	a	device	that	can	help	provide	you	with	expanded	WiFi	coverage	in	your	home	or	office.	To	better	understand	what	a	WiFi	repeater	does,	it	may	help	to	compare	it	to	baseball.	A	centerfielder	might	not	be	able	to	throw	the	ball	from	deep	centerfield	all	the	way	into	home	plate,	so,	instead,	they	throw	the	ball	to	the	second
baseman,	who	must	catch	it	and	then	throw	it	home.	If	the	ball	was	a	WiFi	signal,	the	second	baseman	—	the	conduit	between	point	A	and	point	B	—	would	be	acting	like	a	WiFi	repeater.How	do	WiFi	repeaters	work?Technically,	WiFi	repeaters	are	a	little	bit	more	complicated	than	the	baseball	analogy,	as	they	actually	create	a	secondary	network.	It
is	this	secondary	network	that	your	devices	will	connect	to	so	you	can	have	service.	If	it	helps,	you	can	think	of	it	as	the	second	baseman	catching	one	ball,	but	throwing	another.	The	WiFi	repeater	broadcasts	a	fresh,	strong	WiFi	signal	to	areas	of	your	house	that	do	not	have	adequate	coverage.	Although	this	sounds	like	the	perfect	option	to	get
strong	coverage	throughout	your	entire	home,	it	does	have	some	drawbacks	that	we	will	discuss	later	in	this	article.Is	a	WiFi	repeater	the	same	as	a	mesh	network?If	you	purchase	more	than	one	WiFi	repeater,	you	might	think	you’re	creating	a	mesh	network	that	blankets	your	entire	home	with	strong	WiFi	coverage,	but	that	is	not	necessarily	the
case.	There	is	one	crucial	difference	between	using	multiple	WiFi	repeaters	and	a	mesh	network.	With	WiFi	repeaters,	communication	can	only	travel	in	one	specific	way.	To	continue	our	analogy,	this	means	the	centerfielder	can	only	throw	the	ball	to	the	second	baseman	—	no	matter	how	many	other	players	are	on	the	field.	With	a	mesh	network,
however,	the	centerfielder	can	throw	the	ball	to	any	other	player	on	the	field,	strategically	opting	for	the	path	that	gets	the	ball	to	its	destination	the	quickest.	In	other	words,	a	WiFi	repeater	follows	the	same	path	every	time,	no	matter	what,	whereas	a	mesh	network	chooses	the	path	of	least	resistance.What	is	a	WiFi	extender?A	WiFi	extender	serves
a	similar	purpose	as	a	WiFi	repeater.	The	main	difference	is	how	it	gets	the	signal	to	the	areas	of	your	home	that	are	lacking	in	coverage.	Rather	than	creating	a	new	network,	these	devices	simply	extend	the	reach	of	your	existing	network.How	do	WiFi	extenders	work?Whereas	a	WiFi	repeater	relies	on	a	wireless	connection	to	receive	a	signal,	a	WiFi
extender	utilizes	a	wired	connection.	If	you	have	a	coaxial	cable	running	through	your	home,	that	will	suffice.	Some	newer	homes	may	even	be	hardwired	with	Ethernet	connections	that	offer	effortless	connectivity.	However,	if	you	have	neither	of	these,	don't	fret	because	you	can	use	the	electrical	lines	in	your	home	to	carry	the	wired	signal.WiFi
booster	vs.	repeater	vs.	extender:	Pros	and	consNow	that	you	have	a	basic	understanding	of	what	possibilities	are	available	for	extending	WiFi	coverage	inside	your	home,	let's	take	a	closer	look	at	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	method.Upgraded	antennaeIf	it	is	possible	to	upgrade	the	antenna	on	your	WiFi	router	to	boost	its	range	—	you'll	need	to	check
with	the	manufacturer	to	see	if	this	is	possible	—	the	cost	is	typically	low	and	the	process	is	usually	very	simple.	However,	it	might	not	solve	the	problem.	Anything	that	a	WiFi	signal	travels	through	weakens	the	signal,	so	the	boost	in	power	you	receive	from	upgrading	your	antenna	simply	might	not	be	enough	to	make	an	appreciable	difference.
Additionally,	as	noted	previously,	increasing	the	power	means	intensifying	the	focus.	In	other	words,	strengthening	the	signal	to	reach	one	room	could	weaken	it	or	remove	it	altogether	from	other	rooms.WiFi	repeaterIf	you	have	a	smaller	home,	a	WiFi	repeater	may	be	the	way	to	go.	When	strategically	placed,	this	device	will	boost	the	signal,
providing	coverage	to	the	areas	of	your	home	that	need	it	the	most.	However,	it	comes	at	a	cost:	a	WiFi	repeater	will	cut	your	bandwidth	in	half.	This	may	not	be	a	desirable	solution	if	you	have	multiple	devices	connected	to	the	Internet	at	once	because	it	can	drastically	reduce	your	speeds.Mesh	networkAs	noted	earlier,	a	mesh	network	functions
much	in	the	same	way	as	a	WiFi	repeater.	Because	of	this,	each	node	(receiver/transmitter)	in	the	network	will	decrease	the	bandwidth	by	half.	If	you	need	to	jump	between	two	or	more	nodes	for	coverage,	you	will	likely	notice	a	considerable	decrease	in	speed	—	which	may	be	acceptable	if	the	area	previously	had	no	coverage.	On	the	plus	side,	the
nodes	communicate	with	each	other	to	continually	determine	the	best	way	to	extend	the	signal,	offering	the	maximum	possible	speeds	available	from	moment	to	moment.WiFi	extenderBecause	a	WiFi	extender	extends	your	existing	network	via	a	wired	connection,	it	has	two	notable	advantages	over	other	devices.	First,	when	using	a	WiFi	extender,	it
won't	cut	your	bandwidth	in	half.	Second,	you	will	have	much	greater	flexibility	when	it	comes	to	placement	of	your	WiFi	extender	because	the	signal	is	being	received	through	a	wired	connection.	This	means	that	the	signal	the	device	receives	will	not	be	diminished	by	doors,	floors,	or	walls	as	a	wireless	signal	would.	With	a	WiFi	extender,	you	can	get
coverage	in	every	room,	including	the	garage	and	the	basement.SummaryJust	a	few	years	ago,	playing	a	video	game	via	an	online	connection	meant	planting	yourself	just	a	few	feet	in	front	of	your	home's	WiFi	router	to	be	sure	the	signal	was	powerful	enough	to	play.	Nowadays,	blanketing	your	entire	house	with	strong,	reliable	WiFi	coverage	is	not
only	easy,	it	is	affordable.	Additionally,	it	does	not	require	hiring	a	technician	to	accomplish	the	installation	as	most	devices	are	designed	to	be	plug-and-play.	Android	Central	is	supported	by	its	audience.	When	you	purchase	through	links	on	our	site,	we	may	earn	an	affiliate	commission.	Here’s	why	you	can	trust	us.	D-Link	WiFi	Extenders	Eero	WiFi
Systems	Ethernet	Switches	Linksys	WiFi	Extenders	Mesh	WiFi	Systems	Mobile	Hotspots	NETGEAR	WiFi	Extenders	TP-Link	WiFi	Extenders	WiFi	Extenders	Wireless	Access	Points	This	year	WiFi	calling	has	come	to	US	cellphones.	T-Mobile	launched	WiFi	calling	on	BlackBerry	devices	in	2009,	only	recently	have	the	other	carriers	followed	suit,	with
Verizon	Wireless,	the	last	supporting	this,	announcing	limited	availability	now	on	Android	devices	and	iOS	next	year.	The	idea	is	that	WiFi	coverage	can	fill	in	places	where	cellular	isn’t	available.	But	providing	better	network	access	is	just	half	the	story.	Adding	handoff	to	cellular	nets	without	having	to	disconnect	the	call	or,	even	better,	to	private
corporate	networks	increases	the	usefulness	and	really	starts	to	tie	the	networks	together.	This	isn’t	a	new	idea.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	it’s	quite	an	old	one	that	never	came	to	be,	despite	much	hype	almost	15	years	ago.	I	remember	getting	a	call	almost	15	years	ago,	when	I	was	an	industry	analyst	covering	the	newly	emerging	WiFi	technology	and
cellular	networks.	At	the	time,	3G	networks	were	just	rolling	out,	so	digital	coverage	was	sparse,	based	on	first	generation	digital	GSM,	TDMA	and	CDMA	technologies.	Voice	calling	was	the	killer	wireless	app	at	the	time,	since	network	data	speeds	averaged	well	under	50	kbps	and	pretty	much	useless	(except	for	that	emerging	BlackBerry	email
service	which	might	just	catch	on).	But	voice	coverage	wasn’t	predictable,	especially	in-building.	So	back	to	that	call.	A	trio	of	vendors,	Motorola,	Proxim	and	Avaya	had	teamed	up	to	provide	a	solution	that	would	take	advantage	of	WiFi	coverage	in	buildings	and	handoff	calls	to	the	cellular	network.	The	concept	was	brilliant.	Imagine	starting	a	phone
call	at	your	desk	on	your	desk	phone	(or	cellphone)	carried	over	the	wired	or	WiFi	network.	If	you	need	to	go,	press	a	button,	and	that	call	is	switched	to	any	device,	like	your	cell	phone.	Once	the	WiFi	network	starts	fading,	the	call	would	be	switched	to	the	cell	network	seamlessly.	Proxim	provided	the	WiFi	access	points,	Motorola	the	handsets	and
Avaya	the	corporate	telephony	infrastructure.	I	decided	to	call	it	“fixed	mobile	convergence”	(FMC)	and	thought	it	would	change	the	world.	Change	is	hard	The	only	problem	was	it	never	really	worked.		Running	a	call	over	WiFi	worked	well,	but	the	challenges	came	when	switching	the	session	to	the	private	cell	network.	Cell	carriers	at	the	time	felt
they	provided	a	pretty	good	service	and	didn’t	want	to	possibly	lose	out	on	in-building	revenue.	(Of	course,	at	that	time,	it	was	pretty	expensive	for	people	to	use	their	cellphones	at	their	desk,	but	even	then,	traffic	was	already	migrating	off	landlines).	People	liked	the	convenience	of	just	using	their	cellphone,	and	if	the	carriers	didn’t	actively
participate	in	the	program,	it	was	bound	to	fail.	AT&T	actually	embraced	this	program	and	did	some	testing	but	never	fully	rolled	out	a	product.	As	cell	phone	minutes	came	down	in	cost	and	coverage	got	better,	most	people	drifted	to	using	their	cell	phones	primarily	at	work,	that	is	when	people	still	talked	one-to-one!	Today,	we	use	email	and	IM	for
those	conversations	and	save	the	voice	mostly	for	conference	calls.	Today,	many	companies	have	gone	full	over	to	IP-based	systems	and	many	(like	my	company	Accenture)	have	fully	embraced	digital	calling	and	are	100	percent	on	Microsoft	Skype	for	Business.	The	calling	works	equally	well	on	any	device	over	landline,	WiFi	or	cell	nets,	but	having
the	ability	to	jump	from	my	desk	phone,	PC	or	tablet	to	my	smartphone	is	something	I	want	and	I	know	others	do	too.	It’s	great	that	the	carriers	are	supporting	WiFi	calling,	but	the	real	advantage	would	be	to	go	in	and	out	of	WiFi	and	cell,	public	and	private	networks,	seamlessly.	Unfortunately,	even	after	all	this	time,	that’s	still	not	available.
Hopefully	we	won’t	have	to	wait	another	15	years!
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